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                             Katalina's Proposal - Responsibility in Disastrous American Fires
When reading about fires, seemingly preventable causes present themselves, such as faulty electrical wiring, flammable decorations, flawed building infrastructure, and even exits being deliberately blocked. The one thing that all of these causes have in common is an owner gambling with safety regulations. A common misconception is that the owners behind establishments that were destroyed by fires are corrupt and intentionally made the terrible decision that caused harm to the victims in the fire. While in reality, the owners were not even thinking about a disaster occurring in response to their actions. 
A prime example of negligent owners would be on December 30, 1903, in the Chicago Iroquis Theatre. Two thousand people showed up to see the show, Mr. Bluebeard. A group of majority women and children came to relax after school and work. Suddenly, the stage lamp burst into flames and caught onto the curtains, causing chaos within the theatre as the fire spread. Due to the owners wanting the theatre to open by opening night, the building lacked fire safety equipment, and even the highest fire escape wasn’t complete. The theatre that was originally advertised as “absolutely fireproof” killed 602 people with its bolted shut exit doors, and a lack of alarm boxes, sprinklers, and exit signs. This raised the question: Why did the owner, Will J. Davis, not wait to open the theatre after regulations were met?
The Triangle Fire by Joe Ann E. Argersinger covers that on March 25, 1911, a fire broke out at The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory, one of the biggest sweatshops in New York. Hundreds of people stood on the sidewalk watching the horrors unfold. The lack of fire safety regulations in the building caused the fire escape to collapse, people to fall to their deaths, bodies to block the exits, the 8th and 9th floors to be decimated, and many more events. The question gets raised: Who were the owners of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory? What specific regulations were missing or ignored, and what were the consequences that they had to face as a result? The fire itself was widely covered by newspapers. It garnered so much attention that it sparked changes in fire safety regulation laws across the country.
Another example of misconduct done by an owner is the Rhythm Club fire. On April 23, 1940, in Natchez, Mississippi, seven hundred people walked into the club, and 209 never made it out. The club was decorated with moss that was sprayed with bug repellent, a highly flammable spray. The windows and back door were nailed shut, creating only one exit and entrance. There are documentaries on the survivors, those who knew the victims, who also ask the questions: Why was there only one entrance and exit? What has changed since the fire? And what decisions did the owner, Ed Frazier, make that doomed the victims?
The importance of researching the responsibility angle in the Triangle Shirtwaist fire, Rhythm Club fire, and the Iroquois Theatre fire is not about pointing the finger and casting blame. It is about understanding that even though the owners were not intending to harm the victims, disregarding safety regulations for business-related reasons will cause harm. Even if it has a one in a thousand chance of happening, learning about these events and their impact on history helped grow knowledge about fire safety and the repercussions behind ignoring it.
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